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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

651. Mr P.T. MILES to the Minister for Education: 

In August the state government announced at the Ashdale Secondary College in my electorate the excellent 
policy initiative of enabling independent public schools in the interest of providing better education for students. 
Can the minister advise the house of the level of interest schools have shown in this initiative? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Wanneroo for the question. The Premier and I announced the details of this wonderful 
initiative at the Ashdale school about four or five weeks ago. Yesterday was the closing date for expressions of 
interest. I have much pleasure in informing the house that 102 schools have expressed an interest in being part of 
this new era in Western Australian schools. The independent public schools initiative goes back to an election 
promise made by the Liberal Party and it is now being put into action through the independent public schools 
process. It is probably the most significant change we have seen in WA schools in decades and I am very 
confident that it will be successful. I am confident because of the way principals and school communities have 
leapt to the chance to put up their hand to be a part of this. It will mean greater responsibility and accountability 
for schools in budget management. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Do you think it will be bad for other schools? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: In the end, they will all be there. 

It will mean one-line budgets and responsibility for selection of staff. The enormous enthusiasm we have had 
from not only those who have put in written expressions of interest already but also those who want to do it in 
the future has been very gratifying. The best thing about all of this is that the schools that have expressed interest 
and put in formal applications are spread right across the state. They are schools of all sizes: the smallest has 63 
students and the largest 1 822. They cover all socioeconomic status deciles, from the tenth to the first. The only 
schools that have not put up their hands for this have been the agricultural colleges. All other schools have done 
so, in rural and remote areas as well as in the metropolitan area. It will mean different things for different 
schools. They can do what they need to do to suit the needs of the students in their communities. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Minister, will you table the list of schools? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I do not have that list of schools with me, and we are expecting a few more to come in 
over the next couple of days, so when we get that list — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Yes, why not? It would be a very good story. 

A panel of people both from within the department and independent of the department will be involved in 
selecting the schools, and an induction program for the school principals, school councils and registrars will 
begin in October. I know that these schools will be providing the best possible opportunities for young people in 
our state and will be leading the way for other schools to join in the program. 
 


